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ART WORKSHOPS TO FOSTER KANSAS ARTISTS’ BUSINESS SKILLS

Topeka, Kan. – Creativity and skill aren’t the only talents artists need to be a profitable success in the arts community. Artists also need business sense when marketing their work to Kansas audiences.

Unlike the high profile art scenes of New York and Los Angeles, the art market in Kansas is different, says Margaret Weisbrod Morris, Kansas Arts Commission program manager of community and artist partnerships.

“Kansas artists need to create and build their audiences on a local level,” said Morris. “You have to be creative and think like an entrepreneur to be profitable in the arts.”

Sue Suhler, a visual artist from Lawrence, Kan., and member of the Lawrence Art Guild, signed up for the outreach seminars to learn more about organizational planning and how it can benefit when preparing grant applications. She also agrees that artists need to look at the business side of art, especially when it comes to marketing your work.
“Promote or die. What if no one knows where to view our art?” said Suhler. “We do not really do art for ourselves, but to share ourselves with our various worlds, our stakeholders.” 

To help Kansas artists see a greater return on their work, the Kansas Arts

Commission, in conjunction with the Kansas Small Business Development

Center, is offering free business information seminars to Kansas artists and arts businesses. The classes are designed to be accessible and provide practical business information from experts on the Kansas economy. Key topics will include: writing business plans, creating budgets, marketing, financing your business, accounting and taxes, and obtaining permits and licenses. The free seminars will be offered at:

· Thursday, September 27, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Lied Center of Kansas Conference Room, 1600 Stewart Drive, Lawrence


· Tuesday, October 2, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Eugene M. Hughes Metropolitan Complex, 5015 E 29th St N, Wichita

· Thursday, October 18, 6:30 - 9:30 pm
Garden City Community College, Student and Community Services Center, 801 Campus Drive, Garden City

Registration is required. To register for a seminar, please send your name, address and phone number to: margaret@arts.ks.gov or call Margaret Weisbrod Morris at 785/365-6545. For complete information please visit the KAC website at: http://arts.ks.gov/meetings.shtml. 
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