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2007 GOVERNOR’S ARTS AWARDS RECIPIENTS TO BE HONORED AT A RECEPTION AND AWARDS CEREMONY

Academy-Award Nominated Actress Shirley Knight to Receive Distinguished Arts Award

Topeka, Kan. – On Thursday, June 7, 2007, Governor Kathleen Sebelius and the Kansas Arts Commission will honor the recipients of the 2007 Governor’s Arts Awards at a dinner and awards ceremony at Washburn University in Topeka. 

The Kansas Governor’s Arts Awards honors individuals and organizations who have made creative achievements or significant contributions to the arts and cultural in Kansas. Seven winners have been named for 2007, and actress Shirley Knight will be honored with the Distinguished Arts Award.

The evening begins at 6:00 pm with a reception at Washburn University’s Mulvane Art Museum. Dinner and awards ceremony follow at 7:00 pm at the Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center. Both venues are located on the Washburn University campus at 17th and Jewell Streets. The Governor has been invited to attend. 

 “It is a pleasure for me to recognize and honor those who make significant artistic and cultural contributions to our state,” said Governor Kathleen Sebelius. “These individuals and organizations are dedicated to enriching the lives of Kansans through art and expression.”

This year’s Governor’s Arts Awards winners are Central National Bank, Junction City (arts patron organization); ceramic artist Elaine Olafson Henry, Emporia (individual artist); singer/songwriter Kelley Hunt, Lawrence (individual artist); the Kansas City Friends of Alvin Ailey, Shawnee (arts organization); Alice Joy Lewis, Ottawa (arts educator); Mike Michaelis, Wichita (individual arts patron); Jean Ney of Kansas City, Kan. (arts advocate).

“These winners have demonstrated exemplary work in the arts,” said Kansas Arts Commission Chair Anita Wolgast. “The Kansas Arts Commission is pleased to recognize and celebrate their success and contributions to excellence in the arts in Kansas.” 

Actress and Goessel, Kan., native Shirley Knight is the recipient of the 2007 Distinguished Arts Award. Miss Knight is internationally known for her extensive work in the theatre, film and television. She has received many honors during the course of her career, including the Tony Award, three Emmy Awards, two Golden Globe Awards, two Academy Award nominations, the Venice Film Festival Best Actress, the Critic’s prize at the Cannes Film Festival (for producing the film Dutchman), the Joseph Jefferson Award, two Tony Award nominations, two Drama Desk nominations, three Golden Globe nominations, and ten Emmy nominations.  

Miss Knight has a Doctor of Fine Arts degree from Lake Forest College. She was married to John R. Hopkins, the acclaimed British writer, until his death in 1998. She has two daughters Kaitlin Hopkins, the actress and director, and Sophie C. Hopkins, writer.  In 2000, Miss Knight received the Kansan of the Year award.
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