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FREE FAMILY CONCERT TO HONOR TOPEKA ARTIST AARON DOUGLAS,

REKNOWN SINGER AND STORYTELLER TO PERFORM

Topeka, Kan. – Kansas blues, folksinger and storyteller Lemuel Sheppard will perform a family concert inspired by Topeka artist Aaron Douglas and other artists of the Harlem Renaissance. The free concert takes place at 2:00 pm, Saturday, September 22, in Marvin Auditorium at the Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library (1515 SW 10th Avenue).

Sheppard, a resident of Pittsburg, Kan., has toured internationally for over 20 years, including a performance at the Kennedy Center in 2000 and performances in Brazil and South Africa.  His repertoire includes West African folk music, spirituals, traditional acoustic blues and jazz standards.  Sheppard also performs original compositions, arrangements and adaptations of poems by Langston Hughes, William Wells Brown and the slave poet George Moses Horton. 


Sheppard’s new CD “Urbanfolk” was featured on NPR’s contemporary online music show “Open Mic.”  Last year, he was inducted into the Oklahoma Blues Hall of Fame for his educational contributions to blues music.  He also composed and performed the soundtrack to the PBS documentary Black, White & Brown. 


This concert is funded by the Kansas Arts Commission and the National Endowment for the Arts’ American Masterpieces: Three Centuries of American Genius. It is also presented in affiliation with the University of Kansas’s Spencer Museum of Art, whose exhibit Aaron Douglas: African American Modernist celebrates the work of the famous visual artist from Topeka, on view September 8 - December 2, 2007. For more information on the Spencer exhibit featuring Aaron Douglas, visit www.aarondouglas.ku.edu.
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