

[image: image1.png]\4

—
K ANSAS

ARTS COMMISSION





 Kansas Arts Commission News Release

700 SW Jackson Street, Ste. 1004                           Topeka, Kansas 66603-3761                                            

http://arts.ks.gov




For Immediate Release:




Contact: Llewellyn Crain  July 12, 2007







   785/368.6548


lcrain@arts.ks.gov

KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION ANNOUNCES NATIVE THREADS,

A TOURING QUILT EXHIBIT FEATURING 

KANSAS NATIVE AMERICAN ARTISTS

Exhibit created in collaboration with Mid-America Arts Alliance and funded by the National Endowment for the Arts’ 

American Masterpieces: Three Centuries of Artistic Genius program

Topeka, Kan. – The Kansas Arts Commission is pleased to announce that Native Threads, a touring quilt exhibit showcasing the native artistry of Kansas Native American quilters, will be presented in six venues throughout Kansas, including the tribal museum of the Sac & Fox Nation of Missouri where it opened on July 6.

The exhibit is supported by the National Endowment for the Arts’ American Masterpieces: Three Centuries of Artistic Genius program, Mid-America Arts Alliance, a private, nonprofit regional service organization located in Kansas City, MO., and the Kansas Arts Commission, a state arts agency. The Kansas Arts Commission, working with Mid-America Arts Alliance, developed the Native Threads exhibit to expose Kansas audiences to the excellence, variety and richness of Native American culture as expressed by contemporary textile artists. 

The exhibit of twelve quilts was curated by Joni Murphy of Pomona, Kansas, who is on the faculty at Haskell Indian Nations University. The selected artists are all affiliated with Haskell Indian Nations University and are Kepsey Fixico, a Muscogee Creek, Marilyn Thunder Hawk, a Sicanju Lakota, Melanie Jones, Navajo, Mildred (Fox) Jordt, who is Hidatsa, Mandan and Ojibwa, and Olivia Putesoy Kissoon, a Havasubaa-jah. The exhibit focuses on the development of quilt-making as a form of expression and the passing down of traditional methods from generation to generation. 


“Native American culture is an important part of not only our history, but also of contemporary Kansas life,” said Chris Howell, chief operating officer of the Kansas Arts Commission, who conceived this exhibit. “We are pleased to be able to showcase the work of these five outstanding contemporary quilt artists. Our deepest thanks goes to Mid-America Arts Alliance and to the National Endowment for the Arts for making this exhibit possible.” 

The following venues will host the Native Threads quilt exhibit:

July 6, 2007 – August 16, 2007

Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri Tribal Museum

305 N. Main Street, Reserve, Kan. 

Contact: Deanne Bahr, 785/742-7471

September 1, 2007 – October 5, 2007

Haskell Indian Nations University

155 Indian Avenue, Lawrence, Kan.

Contact: Venida Chenault, 785/749-8494

October 13, 2007 – November 30, 2007

Miami County Swan River Museum 

12 East Peoria, Paola, Kan.

Contact: Betty Bendorf, 913/294-4940

December 15, 2007 – January 19, 2008

Cherokee Strip Land Rush Museum 

31639 Hwy. 77, Arkansas, Kan.

Contact: Heather Ferguson, 620/442-6750

February 3, 2007 – March 10, 2007

Carnegie Arts Center 

601 South 5th Street, Leavenworth, Kan.

Contact: Betty Coleman, 913/651-0765

March 25, 2008 – April 30, 2008

Wyandotte County Historical Society & Museum 

631 North 126th Street, Bonner Springs, Kan.

Contact: Jennifer Laughlin, 913/721-1078
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