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THE KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION, IN COLLABORATION WITH THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS AND  

THE POETRY FOUNDATION, ANNOUNCE 

THE KANSAS POETRY OUT LOUD STATE FINAL COMPETITION

Topeka, Kan. – The National Endowment for the Arts, the Poetry Foundation and the Kansas Arts Commission, in cooperation with the Kansas Association of Teachers of English, present the Kansas Poetry Out Loud State Final Competition. The competition will be held Friday, Mar. 2, 2007, at 7 p.m., at the Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site in Topeka.  

State finalists are Baoqing Zhou, Lawrence High School; Patrick Kuhn, Salina High School Central; Melisa Grandison, Quinter High School; Norin Ansari, Wichita High School East; and Pamela Maynez, Dodge City High School.

The Poetry Out Loud program encourages Kansas high school students to learn about great poetry through memorization, performance and competition.  The contest begins in the classroom where students select three poems from www.poetryoutloud.org to recite and compete for a spot at the regional competition.  The winners from the regional competition advance to the state finals in Topeka. The state champion receives $200 and an all-expenses-paid trip to compete in the Poetry Out Loud National Finals in Washington, D.C. In addition, the state champion’s school receives a $500 stipend for the purchase of poetry books. The runner-up receives a cash donation to his or her school library.

For more information, contact Public Information Officer Matt Miller at matt@arts.state.ks.us or 785/368-6546.
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