
2008 KANSAS ARTIST FELLOWSHIPS RECIPIENT BIOGRAPHIES
Kansas Master Fellowships:

Carol Ann Carter, interdisciplinary media, Lawrence

Carol Ann Carter has received numerous awards and fellowships during her career, including a National Endowment Individual Artists Award, a Lilly Foundation Open Faculty Fellowship for sabbatical research in Nigeria, a Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship, and a J. W. Fulbright Fellowship for research in Stockholm, Sweden. In 1995 she was selected as a Langston Hughes Visiting Professor at the University of Kansas, and in 2000 she received a Kansas Arts Commission Individual Artist Fellowship. Her artwork has been shown nationally and internationally in numerous individual and group exhibitions, including the Detroit Institute of Arts, the Cinque Gallery in New York, the Indianapolis Museum of Art and the Kulturforum Bergkloster in Germany. Her work is in public collections of the Snite Museum of Art at the University of Notre Dame, the Las Vegas Art Museum, and the Santa Reparata International School of Art in Florence, Italy. Carter received a bachelor’s degree in fine art from the Herron School of Art at Indiana State University and a master’s degree in fine arts from the University of Notre Dame. She is a professor of art in expanded media at KU. 

Elizabeth Dodd, poetry, Manhattan

For the past 18 years, Elizabeth Dodd has been a professor of English at Kansas State University. During her tenure she has twice won the Stamey Award for excellence in undergraduate teaching from the College of Arts and Sciences, and has also received the S.A.G.E. Award for outstanding graduate teaching in the Department of English. Dodd’s first book of poetry won the Elmer Holmes Bobst Award for Emerging Writers and her first collection of essays won the William Rockhill Nelson Best Book Award for Nonfiction. She has twice been awarded residencies at the prestigious artists’ colony, Yaddo. Dodd has given numerous readings of her work at venues across the state and United States, and her writing has been included in a number of poetry anthologies. Dodd attended college at Ohio University and received bachelor’s degrees in both French and English. She also received a master’s degree in fine arts and a doctorate in literature from Indiana University.
Susan Jackson Rodgers, fiction, Manhattan

Susan Jackson Rodgers is the author of stories that have appeared in literary journals such as StoryQuarterly, Beloit Fiction Journal, Prairie Schooner, North American, Review, New England Review, Glimmer Train and Quick Fiction. She is a past recipient of a Kansas Arts Commission Individual Artist Fellowship and two Pushcart Price Special Mentions. In 2004 she won a Mid-List First Series Award in Short Fiction, and in 2002 she won the Lorian Hemingway Short Story Competition. Rodgers holds a master’s of fine arts degree from the Bennington College Writing Seminars and a bachelor’s degree from Bowdoin College in Maine. She is an associate professor of creative writing at Kansas State University where she also directs the creative writing program.

Roger Shimomura, fine art, Lawrence

Roger Shimomura has had over 125 solo exhibitions of paintings and prints, as well as presented his experimental theatre pieces at such venues as the Franklin Furnace, the Walker Art Center and The Smithsonian Institution. He is the recipient of more than 30 grants, of which four are National Endowment for the Arts Fellowships in Painting and Performance Art. Shimomura has been a visiting artist and lecturer on his work at more than 200 universities, art schools and museums across the country. Shimomura began teaching in the School of Fine Arts at the University of Kansas in 1969. In 1994, he became the first fine arts faculty member in the university’s history to be honored as a University Distinguished Professor. He is also a recipient of a Higuchi Research Award and Chancellor’s Club Career Teaching Award. Shimomura received a master’s degree in fine arts from Syracuse University and bachelor’s of art degree from the University of Washington-Seattle. In 2004, Shimomura retired from teaching and started the Shimomura Faculty Research Support Fund, an endowment to foster faculty research in the Department of Art at KU.

Pauline Verbeek-Cowart, fine craft, Bonner Springs

Pauline Verbeek-Cowart is one of the leaders in the use of new technologies in hand weaving and has also conducted research using industrial looms in The Netherlands and the United States. Through structure, material, image and/or surface treatments, she demonstrates that weaving is unique in building an image. Her work has been exhibited extensively in both national and international venues in France, Germany, Japan and Korea. She is the recipient of numerous awards and fellowships, including the Kansas City Art Institute’s Excellence in Teaching Award and a 2000 Kansas Arts Commission Individual Artist Fellowship. Her work is in private and corporate collections and has been featured in books and publications such as Fiberarts Design Book, American Craft Magazine, Fiberarts Magazine, Surface Design Journal, Shuttle Spindle and Dyepot, and Textile Forum. Verbeek-Cowart holds a bachelor’s degree in fine art from the Maryland Institute and a master’s degree in textile design from the University of Kansas. She is currently an associate professor of fiber at the Kansas City Art Institute, where she has been developing the area of constructed textiles.

Kansas Mid-Career Fellowships:

Ann Birney, interdisciplinary arts - storytelling, Admire

Over the past 15 years, Ann Birney has done approximately 700 storytelling performances, residencies and workshops. She has created and performs first-person tales of renowned women including Amelia Earhart, Rachel Carson, Julia Archibald Holmes, and a composite teacher/suffragist for Ride Into History, a history-themed theatre duo. She has been listed on the Kansas Arts Commission’s Arts on Tour roster, Heartland Arts roster, Kansas Humanities Council History Alive roster, Oklahoma Humanities Council History Alive! roster, Nebraska Humanities Council roster, and was selected to be the first historic performer at the National Air and Space Museum in Washington, D.C. Birney has a doctorate in American studies from the University of Kansas, a master’s degree in library and information management from Emporia State University and a bachelor’s degree in American literature from the University of Nebraska-Omaha.

Daniel W. Coburn, fine art, Topeka

Daniel W. Coburn has garnered regional, national and international recognition for his photographic works, which have appeared in prestigious juried exhibitions across the United States. He is an active member of the arts community in Kansas and is the current president of the Lawrence Photo Alliance. As a recipient of the 2007 Artist-In-Residence Award at Rocky Mountain National Park, Coburn completed a photographic essay and a self-published book examining the affects of the 3.5 million visitors that park welcomes annually. Coburn shows regularly in galleries throughout the Midwest including the Leopold Gallery in Kansas City, the Strecker-Nelson Gallery in Manhattan, the 6 Gallery in Lawrence and the SouthWind Gallery in Topeka. His photographs are also part of several international collections. Coburn is a graduate of Washburn University with an associate of applied science degree in graphic arts and technology.

Roberta Eichenberg, fine art, Emporia

Roberta Eichenberg began her artistic career working on the production team and as a designer for the world renowned, glass-art production studio, Orient and Flume. As a researcher, she worked at the Pilchuck Glass School and was selected for its Emerging Artists-in-Residence award. Eichenberg has taught at Delgado Community College in New Orleans and is now teaching at Emporia State University where she is an assistant professor of art. She also continues to exhibit nationally. Eichenberg has a master’s degree in fine arts from Ohio State University, and master’s and bachelor’s degrees in art from California State University-Chico. 

Sherry J. Haar, fine art, Manhattan

Sherry J. Haar has received awards for her wearable art, as well as awards for teaching and student development. In 2005, she received the Best Marketable Textile Design award by the International Textile and Apparel Association and ATEX, Inc., second place in three-dimensional design by the Design Educators’ National Exhibition and the Dawley-Scholer Award for Faculty Excellence in Student Development at Kansas State University. Haar holds two patents on therapeutic designs for children with sensory dysfunctions, and works collaboratively in studying the role of costume in literacy development. Haar received her doctorate from the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, and received master’s and bachelor’s degrees from the University Nebraska-Lincoln. She is an associate professor of apparel, textiles and interior design at K-State.

Priscilla Howe, multidisciplinary arts - storytelling, Lawrence
Pricilla Howe travels around the United States and Europe performing for listeners of all ages. A freelance storyteller, she performs at schools, libraries, festivals, camps and special events. She tells original stories, literary tales, and folktales in English, French and Bulgarian, as well as conducts workshops on storytelling, writing and puppetry. Howe has been on the Kansas Arts Commission’s Kansas Arts on Tour roster since 1994, and is the 2002 recipient of the Lawrence Arts Commission Phoenix Award for Literary Arts. She has a master’s degree in library sciences from Columbia University, a certificate in Bulgarian Language, the University of Sofia, Bulgaria, and a bachelor’s degree in French and linguistics from the University of Vermont.

Michael Krueger, fine art, Lawrence

Michael Krueger has given lectures and workshops at over 80 venues. His artworks are included in over 50 public collections including the New York Public Library; the Museo del Barrio; the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; City of Seattle; Fogg Art Museum; and Monticello, Thomas Jefferson’s estate. Krueger has a bachelor’s degree in fine arts from the University of South Dakota and a master’s degree in fine arts from the University of Notre Dame. He is an associate professor of art at the University of Kansas and teaches printmaking and drawing.
Yoonmi Nam, fine art, Lawrence

Yoonmi Nam’s artwork has been shown both nationally and internationally, including in Japan, New Zealand, Scotland, Korea, Bulgaria and Paraguay. Her work has been exhibited at the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown, Mass., the Benson Hall Gallery at the Rhode Island School of Design in Providence, R.I., and the Market House Gallery in Providence, as well as in many other venues. Nam has a bachelor’s degree in fine arts from Hongik University in Seoul, Korea and a master’s degree in fine arts from the Rhode Island School of Design. She is an associate professor of art at the University of Kansas and teaches printmaking and drawing.

Jill Rumoshosky Werner, fine art, Wichita

Jill Rumoshosky Werner regularly exhibits her artwork in museums and galleries around the United States and abroad. She has won national and international awards as a top art quilter, including a 2005 Best of Show Award by Rural Roots and Mysteries, an honorable mention at the Valdosta National 2005 exhibit, and a 2000 Kansas Arts Commission Individual Artist Fellowship. Werner co-founded the Kansas Art Quilters organization and has been published in American Craft and the book Quilt Visions. Some of her work is owned by the Thomas Contemporary Quilt Collection and the International Quilt Study Center. Werner holds a master’s degree in audiology and is an accomplished teacher, speaker and writer.

Kansas Emerging Artists Awards:

Carol Bradbury, fine art, Topeka

Carol Bradbury’s work has been seen in solo, juried and group exhibits in Kansas and across the country, and her paintings are exhibited in private collections in England, Switzerland, Canada and the United States. In 2006, as a student at the University of Kansas, she received an Amsden Award, along with a Joan M. Rubin Scholarship, a Thomas Klaverkamp Scholarship, Straight Fine Arts Scholarship and a SavArt Award. In 2007, she again received an Amsden Award and was the recipient of a Hollander Award. Bradbury completed studies in visual communication at the University of Copenhagen in Denmark, received a BFA in graphic design from the Kansas City Art Institute, and is currently pursuing a BFA in painting from the University of Kansas. 

Nedra Diane Rogers, poetry, Lawrence

Nedra Diane Rogers has been named a finalist or semi-finalist in three recent chapbook competitions, as well as received first place in the 2007 Kansas Author’s Club Competition in the free verse category. She also won first place in one of Byline magazine’s poetry competition in 2005, 2006 and 2007; third place in the 2007 Vic Contoski Creative Writing Award at the University of Kansas; and was named a semi-finalist in the Grayson Books 2007 Poetry Chapbook Competition. She is currently pursuing a master’s degree in fine arts with an emphasis in creative writing from KU. 

Heather Smith, fine art, Emporia

Heather Smith designs posters, typography and creates personal/corporate brand identities. Since graduating in 2007 with a bachelor’s degree in fine arts from Emporia State University, she has completed numerous freelance commissions and is a graphic design intern at ESU. Smith received first place in the 2007 Emporia Zoo Signage Competition, first place in ESU’s 2006 Promotional Poster Contest and an Emporia Gazette honorable mention award in 2006. 

Sarah Sparks, fine art, Emporia
Sarah Sparks has exhibited her glass work with the Emporia Arts Council and the Milenic Gallery in Kansas City and St. Louis. Sparks has received several art department scholarships from Emporia State University, including Glass Guild Scholarships and the Richard Stauffer Memorial Scholarship. She plans to graduate in December 2008 from ESU and hopes to develop a new body of work that merges glass with nontraditional techniques and materials to produce mixed-media pieces.

John Wickersham, music composition, Lawrence

John Wickersham has played in almost every ensemble at the University of Kansas, marched and taught drum corps, written three marimba solos and arranged for two high schools during his time as an undergraduate at KU. He enjoys teaching and has instructed the award-winning Olathe East High School drum line and the percussion section from Blue Valley West High School. Last summer, he toured the country as the percussion instructor for the 85-member Colt Cadets Drum and Bugle Corps. Wickersham is a 2005 Kansas City Music Club Competition Award winner, a three-time featured performer in the University of Kansas Undergraduate Honors Recital, and a 2006 Kappa Kappa Psi Outstanding Senior award recipient. After graduation in May 2008, he plans to stay active in music in Kansas as a high school music educator, inspiring students to love music.
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