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KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION NAMES 
2008 GOVERNOR’S ARTS AWARDS RECIPIENTS, 
MARILYN MAYE AMONG THOSE HONORED

Topeka, Kan. – The Kansas Arts Commission is pleased to announce the 2008 Governor’s Arts Awards. This year’s winners are The City of Wichita, Department of Arts and Cultural Services (arts community); The Elaris Duo of Topeka, (artist); Dick and Beverly Hess, McPherson (arts patrons); Jay and Barbara Nelson, Manhattan (arts advocates); John Tibbetts, Lenexa (arts in education); and Van Go Mobile Arts, Lawrence (arts organization).

In addition, jazz and nightclub singer Marilyn Maye, a Kansas City native, will be honored with this year’s Distinguished Arts Award. Known as “the singer’s singer” and for a record of 76 appearances on "The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson," Maye’s career is a litany of honors, awards, and landmark achievements. 
The Governor’s Arts Awards are honors given annually to distinguished Kansas artists, patrons and educators, and has been given annually since 1974 by the governor 

and the Kansas Arts Commission.  An expert panel, consisting of members of the Kansas Arts Commission, a representative from the Governor’s office and arts professionals, selected the winners from 37 nominees.

 “The Kansas Arts Commission is pleased to recognize these winners for their excellence in support of the arts in Kansas,” said Kansas Arts Commission Chair Anita Wolgast. “Through their efforts, these individuals, organizations and community are dedicated to providing artistic and cultural enrichment to Kansans throughout the state.”
Winners will be recognized at a dinner and awards ceremony from 6:00 to 9:30 pm on June 26, 2008, at the Memorial Union Washburn Room at Washburn University. Governor Kathleen Sebelius has been invited to attend the ceremony to present the awards.

The Kansas Arts Commission is the state agency dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.
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