Gallery Walks Pave Way to the Arts for Kansas Communities
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Gallery Walks Pave Way to the Arts for Kansas Communities

Topeka, KS – Small and large communities in the state have discovered that gallery walks are a great way to engage people in the arts. Gallery walks are tours of local art galleries and exhibits, with the intention to stimulate interest and exposure for the arts. For organizers of gallery walks in Kansas, the events do more than introduce and support the arts. They create a social atmosphere and provide economic benefits to 
communities.

In the southern part of the state, the Wichita Downtown Development Corporation (WDDC) joined the Final Friday Gallery Crawl in 2005, and the event has been a huge success for the city, attracting more than 2,000 attendees, and with over 40 downtown galleries and shops participating.

“The art walk has increased awareness of the vast array of visual and performing arts in Wichita,” said Ann Keefer, vice president of marketing for WDDC. “It has grown into a family friendly, cultural force that provides new social opportunities for area residents and visitors.  

“Gallery owners and other participants have also reported more sales and activity,” she said. “The WDDC has nurtured a stronger collaboration with art groups and reinforced the arts as an important economic and cultural anchor in the community.”

The Hays Arts Council puts on four gallery walks each year, with the next one scheduled for June 20. 

“Gallery walks have become the new ice cream socials,” said Brenda Meder, executive director of the Hays Arts Council. “Our attendees are a diverse group from the surrounding community; artsy types, college students, senior citizens, families and young professionals.

“These events make an economic impact,” she said. “People who come make a night of it by going to dinner before or after, and then filling up on gasoline to go home.” 

Just hosting an art walk won’t make people attend. The key to Topeka’s First Friday Gallery Walk has been marketing and promoting the event to the community. 

“We found that publicity, publicity, publicity was critical,” said Sherry Best, gallery director at Alice C. Sabatini Gallery in Topeka. “An article in the paper talking about what a gallery walk is helps, because many people who aren’t already involved in the arts can be uncomfortable if they feel like they don’t know what to do or what to wear.

  
“We tell them to look at art, talk about it, ask questions about it, and it is OK not to like everything you see,” she said. “As for what to wear, comfortable shoes. Beyond that, just stay legal.”

Not having an art gallery in Colby didn’t stop the members of the High Plains Art Club from featuring area artists. Last summer the club worked with downtown businesses to create the June Art Jubilee.

“We started out by sending letters to downtown merchants, the library and two banks, explaining that we would like to have one artist show their work in a store for the entire month of June,” said Marjorie Brown, secretary of the High Plains Art Club in Colby. “We also mentioned that we would be giving away a giant basket of art objects made by the members of the club and that each merchant would be asked to add a gift to the basket.

“People could sign up for a chance to win every time they came into one of the participating merchant's businesses to view the art displays,” she said. “We ended up with 13 merchants in Colby's downtown area, and have received a lot of positive comments about the project.” 
For more information on these gallery walks, contact:

· Ann Keefer, vice president of marketing for the Wichita Downtown Development 
Corporation in Wichita, at 316/264-6005
· Sherry Best, gallery director at Alice C. Sabatini Gallery in Topeka, at 785/580-4516
· Brenda Meder, executive director of the Hays Arts Council in Hays, at 785/625-7522
· Marjorie Brown, secretary of the High Plains Art Club in Colby, at 785/462-3515
Interested in hosting a gallery walk in your community? Contact the Kansas Arts Commission at 785/296-335 or kac@arts.ks.gov to learn about grant opportunities that would support your arts event.

The Kansas Arts Commission is the state agency dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.
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