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KAC AWARDS MORE THAN $1.5 MILLION IN GRANTS 
TO KANSAS ARTISTS, ORGANIZATIONS AND SCHOOLS

Topeka, Kan. – The Kansas Arts Commission announces that it has awarded over than $1.5 million through 345 grants to organizations and local communities throughout the state of Kansas in fiscal year 2008. More than half of those grants (194) went to organizations in rural communities.

The agency impacts nearly every community in Kansas through grants and by providing business development educational opportunities to local organizations, artists schools and community organizations. With a budget just $2.2 million ($1.6 million provided by the state of Kansas and the rest from the National Endowment for the Arts), the Kansas Arts Commission has shown that its support for the arts can provide an even greater benefit statewide. According to the Americans for the Arts, a nonprofit organization working to advance the arts in the United States, for every dollar invested in the arts, more than seven dollars are generated.

“The Kansas Arts Commission not only generates increased local spending, serving as a seal of approval for organizations throughout the state, but often provides basic support that is not readily available,” said Kansas Arts Commission Chair Anita Wolgast. “Few private funders provide support for general operations for small, community projects.

“We are proud of our record of supporting the arts in all corners of the state, from small rural communities to our larger cities and towns,” she added. “The arts have a strong impact on the economics of communities, with recent Kansas studies having shown that spending in the arts deliver back more than what they receive.”

The Kansas Arts Commission is the state agency dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at: http://arts.ks.gov.
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