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Commission Launches Kansas Arts Network

Topeka, KS – The Kansas Arts Commission has formed a new arts peer support group called the Kansas Arts Network (KAN). KAN is a network comprised of six arts organizations representing the six regions of Kansas. Each organization serves as a peer mentor to the nonprofit and government arts organizations and artists within their region and throughout the state.

KAN regional mentors are: Mary Doveton, Lawrence Community Theatre, Lawrence; John Highkin, Salina Arts and Humanities Commission, Salina; Brenda Meder, Hays Arts Council, Hays; Jason Huffman, Memorial Auditorium, Pittsburg; Ellen Snell, Arkansas City Area Arts Council, Inc., Arkansas City; and Don Steele, Depot Theatre Company, Dodge City.

Using a combination of their professional experience and expertise, these mentor organizations will:

· Guide and assist community arts organizations and artists.

· Provide a means for peer staff, organizations and artists to support and help each other.

· Promote participation in and advocacy for the arts in Kansas.

“We are thrilled to welcome the KAN mentors,” said Llewellyn Crain, KAC executive director. “This group of outstanding arts administrators will contribute immeasurably to the vitality and success of the arts in Kansas.”

Organizations who would like peer assistance are encouraged to contact their 
regional mentor directly. For a list of regions by county and regional mentor contact information, go to: http://arts.ks.gov/kan/index.shtml
The Kansas Arts Commission is the state agency dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.



###

– more –

