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THE KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION ANNOUNCES
 POETRY OUT LOUD STATE FINAL COMPETITION

Topeka, Kan. – The Kansas Arts Commission, the National Endowment for the Arts, in cooperation with the Kansas Association of Teachers of English, present the annual Kansas Poetry Out Loud State Competition at 7:00 pm on Friday, March 7, at the Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site in Topeka (515 SE Monroe St.).  

Finalists for the competition are:

· Norin Ansari, from Wichita East High School 

· Taylor Conant, from Dodge City High School 

· Corey Green, from Yates Center High School 

· Courtney Rees, from Colby High School

· Madeline Roger, from Baldwin High School

The state champion receives $200 and an all-expenses-paid trip to compete in the Poetry Out Loud National Finals on April 29, in Washington, D.C. In addition, the state champion’s school receives a $500 stipend for the purchase of poetry books. The runner-up receives a cash donation to his or her school library.

The Poetry Out Loud program encourages Kansas high school students to learn about great poetry through memorization, performance and competition.  The contest begins in the classroom where students select three poems from www.poetryoutloud.org to recite and compete for a spot at the regional competition.  

“What excites me most about Poetry Out Loud is that students and teachers report it to be a great learning tool,” said Israel Wasserstein, state coordinator of Poetry Out Loud and who is also a poet. “The program promotes literacy, critical thinking, and confidence. 

“Students learn that great writing is not something that has to be removed from their lives, but is rather something they can learn, live with, take ownership of, and communicate to others,” he added. “Poetry Out Loud makes poetry, literature and education become real to students, and that is why I'm so thrilled to be a part of the Poetry Out Loud program.”
For more information, contact Israel Wasserstein at israel.wasserstein@washburn.edu or 785/670-1442 (office), 505/459-1018 (cell).
The Kansas Arts Commission is the state agency dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.
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