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KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION AWARDED OVER $300,000 IN 

AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 FUNDS

The National Endowment for the Arts Awards Grants to its state and regional partners; the Kansas Arts Commission among those receiving funds to re-grant to organizations

TOPEKA, KS – The Kansas Arts Commission today announces that it will receive $301,700 in funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) through the National Endowment for the Arts. Most of these funds will be redistributed to arts and cultural organizations throughout Kansas to preserve jobs in the arts, with a small percentage retained by the Kansas Arts Commission to implement the program.

Guidelines for this program, called Grants for Kansas Arts Jobs, will be online at http://arts.ks.gov beginning April 21, 2009. Most Kansas arts and cultural organizations qualifying for KAC Operational Support grants over the last two years will be eligible. Applications may be submitted to the Commission beginning July 1, 2009, and funds will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. Applicants must demonstrate that critical administrative and/or artistic positions in their organization are in jeopardy due to the economic downturn. 

Two telephone conference call workshops will be held to assist potential applicants with the application process: one on Tuesday, May 5, 2009, 2:00 to 3:00 pm, and the next on Wednesday, May 6, 10:00 – 11:00 am. Details of the workshops can be found on the Kansas Arts Commission’s website.

“The Kansas Arts Commission is pleased to receive these funds to help preserve jobs in the arts,” said Anita Wolgast, Chair of the Kansas Arts Commission. “The members of the United States Congress are to be applauded for their support of the arts and their recognition that jobs in the nonprofit arts are significant factors in our economy.

“A recent study was done on the economic impact of the arts in Kansas. It found that the nonprofit arts and cultural field is a $153.5 million industry in Kansas and supports over 4,000 full-time equivalent jobs. This downturn will strongly effect the Kansas economy if many of these jobs are lost, and indeed, in a recent survey by the Kansas Arts Commission, over 88% of organizations funded by the agency are reporting a negative impact on their ability to offer programs due to the economy.”

The National Endowment for the arts is a public agency dedicated to supporting excellence in the arts, bringing the arts to all Americans, and providing leadership in arts education. More information on the NEA can be found at the agency’s website, http://www.nea.gov; more information on the NEA Recovery program can be found at www.arts.gov/recovery.

The Kansas Arts Commission is the state agency dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov 
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