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KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION TO HOST SYMPOSIUM, 
RELEASES STUDY ON ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE ARTS IN THE STATE
Topeka, Kan. – The Kansas Arts Commission will host Framing Our Future: The Economic Impact of the Arts, a symposium focusing on the arts in Kansas on Wednesday, March 4, 2009, at the Hayden Office Building (212 SW 8th Ave., Lower Level) in Topeka. The event will take place from 12:45 to 5:00 pm, following Arts Day At The Capitol. Registration is free and required in advance. The media is invited to attend.

The symposium will gather arts leaders to build support for the arts in the state, and let Kansans know the arts mean jobs and revenue to state and local economies. Results of a two-year Kansas Economic Impact of the Arts Study indicate that expenditures by arts and culture organizations and audiences total more than $153.5 million.

The $153.5 million in total economic activity has a significant national impact, generating the following:

· 4,612 full-time equivalent jobs

· $95 million in household income

· $6 million in local government tax revenues

· $9 million in state government tax revenues

“The Kansas Economic Impact of the Arts Study documents that the nonprofit arts and culture 

industry is an economic driver in communities as a growth industry that supports jobs, generates 

· more —
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government revenue, and is a key element in state tourism,” said Anita Wolgast, Kansas Arts Commission Chair. “The symposium will offer insight on how arts and culture organizations in Kansas can continue to thrive and make a significant impact on the state’s economy.”
Nationally, the nonprofit arts and culture industry generates $166.2 billion in economic activity every year — $63.1 billion in spending by organizations and an additional $103.1 billion in event-related spending by their audiences.

Attendees will discuss lessons learned from the communities of Junction City, Kansas City, Salina and Wichita where economic impact studies were completed earlier. Participants will actively engage in a facilitated discussion about how to use the statewide data to make the case for the arts in communities and throughout Kansas.

For more information about the symposium and to register, visit http://arts.ks.gov/conference/index.html.
The Kansas Arts Commission is the state agency dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.
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