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KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION AWARDS $262,556 FROM THE 
AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009

TOPEKA, KS – The Kansas Arts Commission announces that 12 Kansas arts and cultural organizations will each receive a portion of $262,556 in funding to preserve jobs in the arts through the Kansas Arts Commission's Grants for Kansas Arts Jobs Program. Funds for the program were provided by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 through the National Endowment for the Arts. 
Award recipients are:

· Arts Connect, Topeka – $17,000

· Arkansas City Area Arts Council – $34,000

· Arts Partners, Wichita – $16,830

· Carnegie Arts Center, Leavenworth – $18,417

· Columbian Theatre Foundation, Wamego – $34,000

· Emporia Arts Council – $7,289

· Junction City Arts Council – $6,765

· Kansas City Performing Music and Arts Association, Kansas City, Kan. – $5,950

· Lawrence Arts Center – $33,663

· Lied Center of Kansas, Lawrence – $34,000

· Salina Community Theatre Association – $29,142

· Theatre Atchison – $25,500

The Commission received 52 applications requesting a total of $1,509,485. Of the 52 applications submitted, 30 were eligible for program funding. 

To be eligible for the program, applicants needed to comply with program and guideline requirements, demonstrating that critical administrative and/or artistic positions in their organization were in jeopardy due to the economic downturn. Organizations with complete and compliant applications were selected in random order by the Chairman of the Commission to ensure that access to funding was equitable and unbiased.

“The Kansas Arts Commission is proud to a play a role in preserving jobs in the arts during this economic downturn,” said John Divine, Chairman of the Kansas Arts Commission. “These funds will retain key employees for arts organizations and help facilitate a necessary boost to the economy in Kansas.

“It’s exciting that the economic impact of the arts are recognized by Washington and are included in the stimulus package,” he said. “As shown in a recent study, the nonprofit arts and cultural industry contributes $153.5 million to the Kansas economy.”

The National Endowment for the arts is a public agency dedicated to supporting excellence in the arts, bringing the arts to all Americans, and providing leadership in arts education. More information on the NEA can be found at the agency’s website, http://www.nea.gov; more information on the NEA Recovery program can be found at www.arts.gov/recovery.

The Kansas Arts Commission is the state agency dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov 
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