2009 Kansas Artist Fellowships and Awards

Kansas Master Fellowships

Janet Kuemmerlein, visual and fine art, Prairie Village
Janet is drawn to fiber because of its safety around children and its tactile appeal, luminosity, color and endless variety – combined with techniques of sculpture and metalsmithing she creates a unique form of fiber art. She is one of the founders of the Kansas Artist Craftsman Association and a member of the Kansas City Artists Coalition. She teaches workshops in Kansas City schools for Young Audiences and is also painting a series of portraits of Women Jazz Vocalists for the American Jazz Museum.

Katherine Murdock, music composition, Wichita
A 1992 Kansas Artist Fellowship recipient, Katherine is a professor of music at Wichita State University. She believes that composers are influenced by their environments which inspired her to found the Wichita State University Contemporary Music Festival. Her Postcards from the Center is available through Crystal Records and she is published through Dorn Publications.

Patrick Suzeau, choreography, Lawrence
Patrick teaches at the University of Kansas and is listed on the Kansas Arts on Tour Roster as part of Cohan/Suzeau Dance Company. He aims at poetic distillations through his choreography that explores a synthesis of South Asian and western dance forms. A 2007 Fulbright Fellowship recipient, his recent international appearances include India, Malaysia, Singapore and Australia.  

Kansas Mid-Career Fellowships

Ben Ahlvers, visual and fine art, Lawrence
The physical demand of clay balanced with timing and repetition in the use of it help Ben convey his sense of self. He serves as Associate Art Education Director at the Lawrence Arts Center.  In 2007, he directed the National Juried Ceramics Exhibition and Symposium and had a solo exhibition – both featured in Ceramics Technical, an international magazine. This fall he curated the exhibit “Bottles” which was featured in a review in Art and Perception magazine.

Lisa J. Grossman, visual and fine art, Lawrence
Lisa, a 2000 mini-fellowship recipient, is a full-time painter and printmaker. She has had fourteen solo shows around the Midwest and on either coast. Her work has graced the walls of the Kansas Governor’s offices and mansion and been featured in New American Paintings twice.

Michelle Heffner Hayes, choreography, Lawrence
Michelle choreographs in two different traditions: contemporary dance theatre and flamenco dance. She is an Associate Professor of Dance at the University of Kansas. Her first full-length book, Exotic Imaginings: Flamenco Dance Histories, will be published by MacFarland & Company in Spring 2009. 

Jonathan Holden, creative writing, Manhattan
Jonathan, the first Poet Laureate of Kansas, is the Poet-in-Residence and University Distinguished Professor of English at Kansas State University. He is a realist writer and, to some extent, a confessional poet, relying upon personal authenticity.  

Nancy Morrow, visual and fine art, Manhattan
Nancy joined the faculty of Kansas State University in 2002. Her paintings and works on paper are metaphors for the tension of social ambivalence. She is one of 20 national members of A.I.R. Gallery in New York and has participated in 99 professional national and international exhibitions over the last 19 years, with 2 more shows scheduled for this spring.

Julie L. Pentz, choreography, Manhattan
Having performed with the National Tap Ensemble and worked with master tap teachers including Gregory Hines and Savion Glover, Julie earned her MFA from the University of Arizona. She is an Assistant Professor of Dance at Kansas State University, her artistic and teaching opportunities have taken her to Taiwan, Italy, Spain and most recently Ghana. 

Ann E. Resnick, visual and fine art, Wichita
Ann, a 2000 mini-fellowship recipient, operates Project Gallery out of an abandoned warehouse. Most recently she organized Wichita’s first River City Biennale. Her work, grounded in printmaking, asks two questions: what needs to be said? and what is the best way to say it?

Catherine Treischmann, playwriting and screenwriting, Hays
The single source of Catherine’s artistic inspiration is landscape. Her play The Bridegroom of Blowing Rock had its professional premiere at Florida Stage in January. Her play, crooked, premiered at the Bush Theatre in London. Both scripts are published by Samuel French.  
Kansas Emerging Artists Awards

Ashley Czajkowski, visual and fine art, Emporia
Ashley’s photographs are self-portraits, although perhaps not in the traditional sense. Her black and white portraits suggest tainted youth and question the vulnerability and innocence of children. She will graduate in the Fall of 2009 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in photography from Emporia State University
Cory Hills, music composition, Lawrence
Cory is the creator of The Percussive Art of Storytelling, an interdisciplinary arts performance that brings contemporary music to children in accessible ways. A doctoral fellow in percussion performance and music theory at the University of Kansas, he has soloed with the Queensland Symphony Orchestra (Australia) and The United State Army Band. He is endorsed by Vaughncraft percussion. 

Ashton Ludden, visual and fine art, Emporia
The repetitive process of printmaking reflects the anatomy of the food chain which is a compelling force behind of Ashton’s current work. Her portfolio is one of fourteen accepted for display in Chicago at the 2009 Southern Graphic Council, the largest printmaking conference in the United States. She is working towards her BFA in engraving and printmaking with a minor in art history at Emporia State University. She plans to study with master engraver Martin Strolz at the HTL Metal Design School in Steyr, Austria upon graduation.

Justin Lee Marable, visual and fine art, Topeka
The man-made qualities of rural and urban architecture are expressed through Justin’s photographic stencil and mono print techniques. Printmaking, particularly serigraphy, expose social issues and past recollections in and around the Midwestern landscape. He graduated from the University of Kansas in 2004 with a BFA in printmaking.   

Elizabeth Knabe Roe, visual and fine art, Topeka
Specializing in installation art and sculptural fibers, Betsy’s interest in art making follows from its ability to give form and expression to human aspiration. She has exhibited nationally and internationally and teaches art classes at Washburn University. 
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