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KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION NAMES 
2009 GOVERNOR’S ARTS AWARDS RECIPIENTS, 
CHUCK COMEAU AMONG THOSE HONORED

Topeka, Kan. – The Kansas Arts Commission is pleased to announce the 2009 Governor’s Arts Awards. This year’s winners are the City of Salina (Arts Community); Lanell Finneran, Lawrence; (Arts Education); James Rivers, Topeka (Artist); Dr. & Mrs. Dennis Ross, Wichita (Arts Patrons); Kathrine Walker Schlageck, Manhattan (Arts Education); and Dora Mae Timmerman, Wichita (Arts Advocate).

In addition, Chuck Comeau, a Kansas native and resident, will be honored with this year’s Distinguished Arts Award. Comeau is internationally recognized for his furniture and textile designs. He is co-founder, co-owner, CEO, CFO and creative and marketing director of Dessin Fournir Company Holdings, a holding company based in Plainville, Kansas, that owns and manages six nationally and internationally regarded home furnishing design and manufacturing firms for the wholesale trade market. 

“The State of Kansas is proud to honor and recognize these outstanding artists," said Governor Sebelius. "These awards call attention to the creative spirit that makes our state a great place to live, work and raise a family."
The Governor’s Arts Awards are honors given annually to distinguished Kansas artists, patrons and educators, and has been given annually since 1974 by the governor and the Kansas Arts Commission. An expert panel, consisting of members of the Kansas Arts Commission, a representative from the Governor’s office and arts professionals, selected the winners from submitted nominations.

“The Governor’s Arts Awards identify the dedication to artistic and cultural enrichment made by individuals and communities,” said Kansas Arts Commission Chair Anita Wolgast. “It is a pleasure to award Kansas artists, educators, advocates, patrons and communities for their accomplishments and efforts in support of the arts.”
Winners will be recognized at a dinner and awards ceremony from 6:00 to 9:30 pm on Thursday, June 18, 2009, at the Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center at Washburn University. Governor Kathleen Sebelius has been invited to attend the ceremony to present the awards.

The Kansas Arts Commission is the state agency dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.
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