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GOVERNOR KATHLEEN SEBELIUS AND THE KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION ANNOUNCE THE 2009 POET LAUREATE OF KANSAS 
Topeka, Kan. – Governor Kathleen Sebelius and the Kansas Arts Commission announce the appointment of Dr. Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg, Lawrence, as the next Poet Laureate of Kansas. Her term begins July 1, 2009, and ends June 30, 2011. 

“The State of Kansas is honored to have Dr. Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg as the 2009 poet laureate,” said Governor Sebelius. “I hope her inspiring work will continue to strengthen and develop the literary community across the state.”
Forty-two states have poets laureate. Typically, the mission of the poet laureate is to develop a greater appreciation for the writing and reading of poetry. Poets laureate activities may include holding workshops, special reading series, school programs, conferences and media appearances.

The Poet Laureate of Kansas selection panel, convened by the Kansas Arts Commission, reviewed nominations and scored them based on artistic excellence, professional accomplishments and the poets’ plan to advance poetry in Kansas. The Commissioners of the Kansas Arts Commission ratified the results.

“The Kansas Arts Commission is proud to honor Dr. Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg as the state’s new poet laureate,” said Kansas Arts Commission Chair Anita Wolgast. “She is a talented literary artist who brings a wealth of experience and inspiration to Kansans.”
Mirriam-Goldberg’s career as a poet, fiction and non-fiction writer, teacher, mentor and facilitator focuses on how literature can help people live more meaningful and vibrant lives. 

She has master’s and doctoral degrees from the University of Kansas and has trained in community organizing at the Midwest Academy, poetry therapy at the National Federation for Biblio/Poetry Therapy, and facilitation and group process through the bioregional movement. 

A 2006 recipient of a Kansas Arts Commission Fellowship in poetry, Mirriam-Goldberg has been an artist-in-residence at the Rocky Mountain National Park as well as a Phoenix Award honoree by the City of Lawrence, and has received numerous other honors.

Mirriam-Goldberg’s poet laureate project, Writing Across Kansas: Reading and Writing Our Way Home, hopes to strengthen the presence of poetry in Kansas, build literary communities statewide and enhance Kansans' sense of place through poetry. The project brings together communities and emerging poets through writing workshops and ongoing poetry circles. 
"Through offering writing workshops, readings and training people to lead ongoing writing circles in their communities, my goal is to help emerging as well as experienced writers throughout Kansas find enduring community, lift up their voices, and share their most vibrant stories, insights and perceptions,” said Mirriam-Goldberg.

Writing Across Kansas is available through the Kansas Arts On Tour Roster. Community, school and university presenters may apply for 40% of the fees roster artists charge. For questions about the Poet Laureate of Kansas program or the Kansas Arts on Tour Roster, please contact Christine Dotterweich Bial, program manager of community and artist partnerships, at 785/368-6544 or christine@arts.ks.gov.

The Kansas Arts Commission is the state agency dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.
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