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TWO DAYS OF ARTS AT THE STATE CAPITAL:
ARTS DAY, GOVERNOR’S ARTS AWARDS, KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION MEETING, POETRY OUT LOUD TO CELEBRATE THE ARTS IN KANSAS
Topeka, KS – Two days of arts events in the capital city of Topeka will celebrate and recognize the value of the arts in Kansas arts.
Activities will kick off with Arts Day at the Capital, on March 11, 2010, 11:00 am - 2:30 pm, at the Dillon House (404 SW 9th Street, Topeka). The event is hosted by Kansas Citizens for the Arts in partnership with the Kansas Arts Commission. Governor Mark Parkinson is expected to join other elected officials in addressing arts advocates. For more information about Arts Day at the Capital, visit http://arts.ks.gov/arts_day/index.shtml.

Following Arts Day is the 2010 Governor’s Arts Awards, a special event honoring Kansas arts organizations, advocates educators and artists, will conclude the evening from
6:00 - 8:00 pm, in the
Washburn Room of the Memorial Union at Washburn University
(1700 SW College Ave.). Governor Mark Parkinson will present the awards.
This year’s honorees are City of Hays (Arts Community); Susan Craig, Lawrence (Arts Advocate); Emporia Arts Council, Emporia (Arts Organization); Elliott Pujol, Manhattan (Artist); Doug Talley, Shawnee Mission (Arts Education); and Kevin Willmott, Lawrence (Artist). 
For more information on the 2010 Governor’s Arts Awards, visit http://arts.ks.gov/gaa/index.shtml.

--more--
On Friday, March 12, the Kansas Arts Commission will hold its commission meeting in Topeka. The business meeting will be held from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on Friday, at the Dillon House (404 SW 9th Street, Topeka). The meeting is open to the public. To be placed on the Commission agenda, please call at 866/433-0688, at 785/296-3335 or e-mail kac@arts.ks.gov.
Following the Commission meeting on Friday, March 12, is the 2010 Kansas Poetry Out Loud State Finals at 7:00 pm, at the Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site, (1515 SE Monroe St.). 

Finalists for the competition are: Taylor Coney, senior at Smoky Valley High School, Lindsborg; Ashlinn Danford, junior at Hays High School, Hays; Markayla McCarter, senior at Parsons High School, Parsons; Casha Mills, sophomore at Shawnee Mission North High School, Overland Park; Stephanie Willis, senior at Wichita Heights High School, Wichita

For more information about the Kansas Poetry Out Loud State Finals, visit http://arts.ks.gov/pol/index.shtml.
“The Kansas Arts Commission looks forward to hosting its next meeting in our state’s capital, as part of a number of events that celebrate the arts in Kansas,” said John Divine, chairman of the Kansas Arts Commission. “These activities are more important than ever as we build a future in the arts for Kansas citizens.”
The Kansas Arts Commission is a state agency, funded by the State of Kansas and the National Endowment for the Arts, dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.
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