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KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION SURVEY RESULTS SUPPORT VALUE OF 
ARTS EDUCATION TO KANSAS TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS 


Topeka, Kan. – As the state recognizes Arts Education Week, September 12-18, the Kansas Arts Commission has released the results of a survey that demonstrates the value Kansas teachers and school administrators place on arts in education. The findings also help to inform the Commission on future arts education initiatives. 

“The results of the survey tell us that the arts are valued by Kansas teachers and administrators to educate students,” said Margaret Weisbrod Morris, program manager of arts education. “This information will help us support programs that develop a workforce in Kansas that can meet the challenges of the future to expand our economy in the 21st century.”

The online survey was conducted between January and May 2009, with teachers, principals, school superintendents, community arts organizations, school arts educators and the general public participating. A total of 504 responses were received. For the survey, “the arts” were indentified as visual arts, music, theater, dance and literature (including poetry).
Key Survey Results:

· There was clear agreement from respondents that the arts are very important for the cognitive (88%), emotional (80%) and social (72%) development of children.

· 81% of respondents indicated that the arts are a very useful vehicle for teaching other subjects. 17% reported that the arts are often used as such in their schools, and 57% reported that the arts are sometimes used. However, 24% reported that the arts are rarely used to teach other subjects in their schools. 
· Respondents reported that the top three obstacles to having more arts activities in schools were: funding (85%); time (49%); and other academic priorities (42%).
· According to survey responses, the top three ways to increase arts teaching in Kansas schools were: funding for arts-based school programs (69%); support for teacher training and professional development (55%); and funding for equipment and facilities (35%).
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· Education professionals reported that they wanted the following services in their schools: professional development and teacher in-services in the arts (91%); visiting artist workshops (61%); arts-based afterschool programs (48%); arts-related field trips (46%); and access to creative arts therapies (40%).

· Most respondents (96%) reported personal experience in the arts, with visual art leading the type of experience.

Art Discipline Findings:

· The top three types of arts specialists employed by schools were full-time general music teachers, full-time visual art teachers and full-time band instructors. 

· 99% of those responding reported arts activities occurring in their schools. The top three types of activities, with over half of the respondents reporting each type, were: standards-based art classes (67%); standards-based music classes (59%); and performances and concerts (52%). 

· Instruction time per week was led by music, with 87% of schools offering an hour or more of instruction, followed by visual art, with 77% an hour or more of instruction time.

· Teachers reported that students had a high-level of interest in the visual arts and music, correlating with the amount of instruction time students receive in those subjects.

Complete survey results can be found online at http://arts.ks.gov/educators/survey.shtml.

The Kansas Arts Commission is a state agency, funded by the State of Kansas and the National Endowment for the Arts, dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.
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