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KANSAS ARTS COMMISSION NAMES 2011 GOVERNOR’S ARTS AWARDS RECIPIENTS, BEST-SELLING AUTHOR SARA PARETSKY AMONG THOSE HONORED

Topeka, Kan. – The Kansas Arts Commission is pleased to announce the 2011 Governor’s Arts Awards recipients. This year’s honorees are Arkansas City Area Arts Council (Arts Organization); Louis Copt, Lawrence (Artist); Willa Griswold, Marysville (Arts Advocate); Martha E. "Betty" Muncy, Dodge City (Arts Patron); and Linda Reimond, Lawrence (Arts-in-Education).
In addition, Sara Paretsky, a best-selling author and native Kansan, will be honored with this year’s Distinguished Arts Award. Paretsky is credited with transforming the role and image of women in the crime novel with the heroine V.I. Warshawski, a female private investigator. Paretsky’s work is celebrated in the documentary Women of Mystery, and the actress Kathleen Turner played V.I. Warshawski in the 1991 movie of the same name. In addition, she was recently named to receive the 2001 Mystery Writers of America Grand Master award.
Paretsky describes her journey from Kansas farm-girl to New York Times bestseller in her 2007 memoir, Writing in an Age of Silence, which was a National Book Critics Circle Award finalist. In addition, Paretsky has written two highly-acclaimed stand-alone novels, Ghost Country, used in many seminary classrooms, and Bleeding Kansas, set in the part of rural Kansas where Paretsky grew up. She has published a collection of her own short stories and edited four other anthologies, including most recently, Sisters on the Case.
--more--

“Each year the Governor’s Arts Awards honors the dedication to artistic and cultural enrichment made in the state of Kansas,” said Kansas Arts Commission Henry Schwaller IV. 
“These awards call attention to the creative spirit, and the Commission is proud to recognize awardees on their accomplishments and efforts in support of the arts.” 
The Governor’s Arts Awards are given annually to distinguished Kansas artists, patrons and arts educators, and have been given annually since 1974 by the governor and the Kansas Arts Commission. An expert panel selected the winners from submitted nominations.

Winners will be recognized at a reception and awards ceremony from 6:00 to 8:00 pm on Thursday, March 3, 2010, at Washburn University’s Memorial Union Washburn Room. Governor-elect Sam Brownback has been invited to attend the ceremony to present the awards.

For questions about the Governor's Arts Awards program, contact Margaret Weisbrod Morris, Kansas Arts Commission program manager, at margaret@arts.ks.gov or 785/368-6545.
The Kansas Arts Commission is a state agency, funded by the State of Kansas and the National Endowment for the Arts, dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.
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