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KANSAS LEADS THE NATION IN ARTISTIC CREATION

Topeka, Kan. –The Kansas Arts Commission has long known the love Kansans feel for the arts, but with results from a study of nationwide arts participation, the numbers are clear: Kansas leads the way nationally in artistic creation.

The National Endowment for the Arts recently released a comprehensive study of nationwide arts participation for 2008, with Kansas and Nebraska leading the nation in the personal performance or creation of activities. The complete report can be downloaded at http://www.nea.gov/research/ResearchReports_chrono.html. Research notes on State and Regional differences in Arts Participation, can be downloaded at http://www.nea.gov/research/ResearchNotes_chrono.html.
According to the NEA study:

· 25 percent of Kansas adults pursue photography

· 20 percent said that they play a musical instrument

· Almost 19 percent reported that they are engaged in painting or drawing

· 18 percent in weaving and sewing

· 11.6 percent in pottery/ceramics

· Almost 11 percent were involved in creative writing

Attendance at performing arts events for Kansas is 32.5 percent of the population; while that number is slightly lower than the national average, it is higher than the average for the region.



The report finds that the percentage of adults nationally who attended an arts event was 35 percent, down five points from the 2002 level, but still a significant proportion of 

the population. At the same time, the percentage of adults experiencing arts events via technology – filmmaking, photography and downloading arts events from the internet – 

has grown tremendously.

“Results from this study are exciting for the state of Kansas,” said John Divine, chairman of the Kansas Arts Commission. “It shows that Kansans are active in creating and participating in the arts, and that interest and support is strong – the arts are clearly important to our quality of life.

“The Kansas Arts Commission we will continue to support its mission of providing opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives,” he said.

The Kansas Arts Commission is a state agency, funded by the State of Kansas and the National Endowment for the Arts, dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.
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