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GOVERNOR SIGNS PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING 
NATIONAL ARTS & HUMANITIES MONTH

TOPEKA, KS – Kansas Governor Mark Parkinson signed a proclamation on Friday, October 15, 2010, recognizing October as National Arts and Humanities Month. The month-long celebration recognizes the importance of arts and culture in our daily lives, and is a nationwide celebration of culture in America, coordinated by Americans for the Arts. 

Both the Kansas Arts Commission and the Kansas Humanities Council are grateful for the governor's recognition of Arts and Humanities Month. The proclamation can be viewed online at http://arts.ks.gov/nahm/proclamation.shtml.
“In Kansas, the arts and humanities enrich our lives and communities, improve our economy, drive tourism and have a direct influence on childhood development,” said Llewellyn Crain, executive director of the Kansas Arts Commission. “It is important for us as Kansans to celebrate the value of the arts and humanities, as we would not be the great state we are without them.” 
"The Kansas Arts Commission and the Kansas Humanities Council provide enriching cultural opportunities for communities across Kansas," said Warren Hixson, Chair of the Kansas Humanities Council. "Together, our organizations engage Kansans through special speakers, book and film discussion, and arts events in their own hometowns."

--more--
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According to a two-year study of the economic impact of the arts in Kansas, the nonprofit arts industry strengthens the Kansas economy by generating $153.5 million in economic activity annually and by supporting the full-time equivalent of 4,612 Kansas jobs. In addition, Kansans annually support more than 750 humanities programs that boost attendance at community cultural and arts organizations, financially support local businesses and strengthen Kansas communities of all sizes.

 Simple ways to participate in National Arts and Humanities Month:

· Attend the theater, museum or other cultural event; take a ceramics or dance class; or sing songs with your kids to recognize the value of the arts and humanities in your life. 

· Volunteer to assist an arts or humanities organization in your community, or introduce a friend to an arts organization by taking them to an exhibit, a performance or a reading. 

· Send a letter or email to elected officials, thanking them for supporting the arts and humanities, or write an editorial letter to your local newspaper, telling them about the great arts programs that are vital to making your community a great place to live for everyone. 

· Visit local school board members or present at board meetings to talk about the vital roles of the arts and humanities in education. 

For more ideas on how to participate in National Arts and Humanities Month, visit http://arts.ks.gov/nahm.shtml.

The Kansas Arts Commission is the state agency dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.

The Kansas Humanities Council conducts and supports community-based programs, serves as a financial resource through an active grant-making program, and encourages Kansans to participate in their communities. For more information, contact the Kansas Humanities Council at 785/357-0359 or visit www.kansashumanities.org.
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