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SARA PARETSKY NAMED GOVERNOR’S ARTS AWARDS HONOREE, 
EVENT HELD MARCH 2011 


Topeka, Kan. – The Kansas Arts Commission announces that writer and Kansas native Sara Paretsky has been named as the 2011 Governor’s Arts Awards Distinguished Arts Award recipient. Paretsky will be recognized, along with all Governor's Arts Awards recipients, at a reception and awards ceremony on Thursday, March 3, 2011, at Washburn University in Topeka. 
A best-selling author with her books published in 30 countries, Paretsky is credited with transforming the role and image of women in the crime novel with the heroine V.I. Warshawski, a female private investigator. Paretsky’s work is celebrated in the documentary, Women of Mystery, and the actress Kathleen Turner played V.I. Warshawski in the 1991 movie of the same name.
Paretsky describes her journey from Kansas farm-girl to New York Times bestseller in her 2007 memoir, Writing in an Age of Silence, which was a National Book Critics Circle Award finalist. In addition, Paretsky has written two highly-acclaimed stand-alone novels, Ghost Country, used in many seminary classrooms, and Bleeding Kansas, set in the part of rural Kansas where Paretsky grew up. She has published a collection of her own short stories and edited four other anthologies, including most recently, Sisters on the Case.
“The Kansas Arts Commission is proud to recognize such an acclaimed author as Ms. Paretsky for her achievements in the literary world, said Kansas Arts Commission Chairman John Divine. “We look forward to honoring her in March along with all the 2011 Governor’s Arts Awards recipients.”
The Kansas Arts Commission is currently accepting nominations for the 2011 Governor's Arts Awards. Each year the Governor of Kansas and the Kansas Arts Commission honor artists, organizations, businesses, schools, communities and arts supporters who have made outstanding arts and cultural contributions to Kansas and the nation. Awardees are nominated by members of the public and selected by a panel. 
To submit a nomination, visit http://arts.ks.gov. Deadline is September 16, 2010. For questions about the Governor's Arts Awards program, contact Margaret Weisbrod Morris, Kansas Arts Commission program manager, at margaret@arts.ks.gov or 785/368-6545.

The Kansas Arts Commission is a state agency, funded by the State of Kansas and the National Endowment for the Arts, dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts in Kansas. Its mission is to provide opportunities for the people of Kansas to experience, celebrate and value the arts throughout their lives. For more information on the Kansas Arts Commission, please visit the KAC website at http://arts.ks.gov.
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